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Mahan,1 * that [Great Britain] should be controlling the sea,
supporting the commerce of the world, making money and
managing the finances, while other states, whose industries
were exposed to the blast of war, and who had not the same
commercial aptitudes, did the fighting on land/ That in
Pitt's conduct of the war there were serious mistakes in
detail must be conceded : but he set before himself a definite
aim, and he pursued it with dogged tenacity, and, on the
whole, with conspicuous success.
The adhesion of England, Holland, and Spain combined
with the distracted condition of France to secure to the
allies six months of unbroken military success (February-
August 1793). The Austrians won a notable victory over
Dumouriez at Neerwinden (18 March). The French then
evacuated Belgium, and the Austrians crossed the frontier
and threatened Paris. Another Austrian army invaded
Alsace; the Prussians drove the French from the middle
Rhine; the English, under the Duke of York, besieged
Dunkirk ; Admiral Hood was admitted into the harbour of
Toulon, and the Spaniards crossed the Pyrenees and con-
quered Roussillon. But these reverses to French arms
served only to increase the pace of revolution in Paris, and
to invest its leaders with the halo of patriotism. The deser-
tion of Dumouriez, who took refuge with the Austrians after
Neerwinden, and the outbreak of civil war in La Vendee,
tended in the same direction. France was in danger; and
at all hazards it was necessary to restore unity to her coun-
cils. On 2 June, thirty-two leading Girondists, including
Brissot, Vergniaud and Petion, were arrested, and thus the
struggle between the Girondists and the Jacobins was finally
decided in favour of the extremer and more vigorous party.
An extraordinary tribunal to judge, without appeal, con-
spirators against the State, had been established in March;
the ' Committee of Public Safety', formed originally in
April and reorganized in July, was invested with practically
supreme powers ; while Carnot, admitted tD the Committee
in August, demanded a levde en masse, reorganized the army,
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